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Moss

 Moss on top of the soil is beautiful.

* Gives a feeling of stability, age, and cleanliness.

* This is why we often apply patches of moss for shows.
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Moss

Remove it after a show

as it will impede water percolation and 02 movement
 However, if moss grows on top of soil it can be left there.

e In fact, there are many advantages to encourage moss
growth!

e Standard practice in Japan.
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Advantages of Growing Moss on Top of Soil

* Aesthetic
- Beautiful
- Stability
- Age
- Cleanliness

* Horticultural .
. . Encourages root growth in the top
Stabilizes the surface soil }
|

layer of soil, thereby maximizing the
container
Evens out humidity level throughout the container

Humidifies the surface soi

Acts as a natural filter (hard water, salt accumulation, etc.)
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How to Encourage Moss Growth

e Top dress with a mix of
- 60% sphagnum moss
- 40% green living moss
 Sphagnum Moss
- Not peat moss (rotted sphagnum)... this repeals water when dry
- Better quality sphagnum will have less twigs / debris
- New Zealand sphagnum moss works best

* Green Living Moss

- Collect green living moss that grows in your condition (near your
place), on rocky/inorganic surfaces.
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How to Prepare a Top-Dressing Mix

e STEP1
- Clean the underside of the moss
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How to Prepare a Top-Dressing Mix

e STEP?2
- Grind the moss over a shifting screen (keep 1/16” - 1/4”)
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How to Prepare a Top-Dressing Mix

e STEP3

- Grind the sphagnum moss over a shifting screen (keep 1/16” - 1/4”),
dye it with black sumi ink* (aesthetic only), and let it dry.

To avoid serious health problems, always wear gloves
when handling sphaghum moss

s
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*Black sumi ink available
from Steve Ulrich for S20
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How to Prepare a Top-Dressing Mix

 STEP4
- Mix the green moss and sphagnum, and
apply on top of soil. Asingle,  MEE

thin layer is sufficient.

- Once the mix is applied, make sure you gently mist it with water
before the first watering. This will Jock the top dressing mix on top
of the soil, so that it doesn’t get washed away when you water.
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Moss Growth - Example

Application of top-dressing mix
during repotting season [April 2017]
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Moss Growth - Example

Notice the roots that
grow on the surface!

Although functional, this is an example of the [« .
results obtained when using an inappropriate = -
type of green moss. Indeed, this green moss & =

had been collected from an organic soil, and = ”
does not thrive on inorganic bonsai soil. ’
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Questions?
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