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Steering Group Notes - Le Mot de votre Conseil Directeur  
From the May meeting 

 

Duart Crabtree 

Vianney Leduc called the May 
2014 Membership Meeting to 
order and reminded Members of 
the cascade workshop to be held 
June 2 and the AGM to be held 
just before the June membership 

meeting on June 16. 

In recent years Vianney has been 
experimenting with bonsai soils 
and for the evening program he 
gave us a presentation of his  

findings to date. 

Soil is a medium for development 
of feeder roots and transport  
of nutrients in dilute aqueous  
solution to the bonsai.  Nothing in 
the soil feeds the bonsai.  To do 
this efficiently, no garden soils 
such as humus or loam which 
contain decaying vegetation, are 
used.  Particle size of bonsai soil is 
important for good drainage and 
the optimal size enhances rate of 
growth.  Vianney has been  
focusing on the ingredients in 
bonsai soil that retain water and 
we had an interesting sidebar 
discussion at the high school level 

on the science of Sorption. 

Many soils contain organic  
components such as composted 
pine mulch (CPM) which is  
cellulose. Like other cellulosic  
material, such as cotton, it has a 
mild affinity for water but releases 
it easily.  Some inorganic solids, 
such as lava rock and fired clays 
are porous and hold water in their 
macropore structure which can 
be released by solar heat or low 
relative humidity.  Natural zeolites, 
such as Chabasai, actually adsorb 
moisture in their microcrystalline 
pore structure and have higher 

moisture loading than clays. 

Because different species thrive at 
different moisture levels, Vianney 
tailored the constituents to suit 
known plant characteristics. He 
concluded that the best soil  
constituents are those that are 
readily available in our area and 
most resistant to breakdown from 
freezing which retards growth 
rates; however, he noted that a 
gradual breakdown extends the 
interval for repotting and results in 
higher density in foliage ð a  

benefit for owners of mature  

bonsai compositions. 

Vianney has compiled  
extensive data for many conifer 
and leafy trees which  
he will post on the OBS  
websiteõs Technical page under 
Soil information. This will be a 
valuable reference for  
Members, especially if it is  

updated periodically.  

For icing on the cake, Vianney 
announced that he is  
oversupplied with chelated 
micronutrients which he will 
gladly share with Members 
who should bring a small  
container (ex: a pill container) to 
the June Meeting. Thank you 

Vianney! 

http://ottawabonsai.org/Technical/Soil-May-2014.pdf


 

O B S- N E W S L E T T E R ð B U L L E T I N S B O  ð V O L  2 9 ,  N O . 9  ð J U N E  ð J U I N  2 0 1 4  ð 2  

NEXT MEETING 

Join us on  

Monday 

June 16
th

, 2014  

at 7 p.m. 

PROCHAINE 

RENCONTRE 

Le lundi 

16 juin 2014  

à 19 h 

T HIS  MONTH  ð C E  MOIS -CI   

La première partie de la réunion de juin sera 
consacrée à l'Assemblée générale annuelle au 
cours de laquelle le bilan financier de lõann®e 
coul®e sera pr®sent® et lõ®lection des  

membres de lõex®cutif sera tenue.   

En deuxième partie de programme, Vianney 
Leduc fera la mise en forme  d'un beau 
genévrier provenant de Corée. Michele  
Andolfo, un artiste italien du bonsaï, a déjà 
fourni un croquis de lõallure souhait®e pour 
cet arbre.  Vianney va parler de la préparation 
pour le ligaturage puis du style à lui donner 

avant de procéder au travail. 

Les membres qui ont participé à l'atelier d'une 
journée complète du 17 mai sont invités à 
apporter leur arbre afin que nous puissions 
voir comment il a récupéré suite à sa mise en 

forme et au rempotage.  

The first part of the June meeting will be  
dedicated to the Annual General meeting 
where we will get a detailed financial status 

and elect Steering Group members.   

 
In the second part of the program, Vianney 
Leduc will style a nice juniper coming from 
Korea.  Michele Andolfo, the bonsai artist 
from Italy, has already provided a sketch of 
the proposed design for that tree.    Vianney 
will talk about the preparation required for 
the wiring and styling before proceeding 

with the actual styling.    

Members who participated in the full day 
workshop of May 17 are encouraged to bring 
their tree so that we can see how well it as 

recuperated from the styling and repotting.  

Vianney Leduc 

 N EW  M EMBER   
A warm welcome is extended to: 

N OUVEAU  MEMBRE  
Nous souhaitons la bienvenue à :  

Jyneen Horton 

 

N OTICE  OF  A NNUAL  
G ENERAL  M EETING  

J UNE  16th, 2014 

At this month's meeting, on June 16, 

we will be holding our Annual General 

Meeting during which a financial state-

ment will be presented and members 

will be called upon to elect the Officers 

of the Society for 2014/2015. 

Lors de notre rencontre de ce mois-ci, 

le 16 juin, nous tiendrons notre  

Assemblée générale annuelle au cours 

de laquelle le bilan financier de l'année 

écoulée sera déposé et l'élection des 

membres de l'exécutif pour 2014/2015 

sera tenue. 

A VIS  DõASSEMBLÉE  
GÉNÉRALE  ANNUELLE  

L E  16 JUIN  2014 

Yvon Bernier 
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Atelier sur le style en cascade 
2 juin 

REMINDER ñ RAPPEL 

June 16
th

 will be  
the last meeting  

until Fall. 

Stock-up on reading  
material from the OBS 

Library selection! 

Take this opportunity to 
look around and return 

overdue books.  

 

 

 

La rencontre du  
16 juin sera la dernière 
avant lõautomne 

Faites le plein de lecture 
parmi la sélection de  

livres de la Bibliothèque 
SBO! 

Prenez un instant pour 
rechercher et retourner 

les livres en retard. 

WORKSHOPS  PHOTO  H IGHLIGHTS  ñ A TELIERS  EN  PHOTOS  

Bonsai Development Workshop 
May 17 th 

"ÅÆÏÒÅ -  !ÖÁÎÔ 

Atelier sur la formation dõun bonsaµ 
17 mai  

!ÆÔÅÒ - !ÐÒîÓ 

Ottawa Bonsaï Society 
www.ottawabonsai.org  

 September 
To be announced 

Workshop on the cascade style 
June 2nd 

Société de bonsaï et de penjing 
du Québec 
www.bonsaiduquebec.com  

 July 5 - 6 
Pépinière Bonsaï Gros-Bec  
St-Alphonse-Rodriguez, Québec 
 
 

Société de bonsaï et 
de penjing des Bois-Francs  
www.interre.net/boisfrancs   

 August 30-31 
Parc Marie-Victorin  
Kingsey Falls, Québec 

Société de Bonsaï et  
de Penjing de Montréal 
www.bonsaimontreal.com  

 September 5-7 
Maison de l'Arbre du Jardin  
Botanique de Montréal  
Montréal, Québec 

O THER  EVENTS  AND  E XPOSITIONS  - A UTRES  ÉVÉNEMENTS  ET  EXPOSITIONS   


